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This is of extraordinary interest now, as illustrating the general possibilities of aircraft at the time, and particularly in view of the fact that three classes of fighting aeroplanes were specified. At that time many experts supposed that aeroplanes of the types then extant would never fight in the air, that they would, on the contrary, always avoid conflict. It is a fact that the British " Fifth Arm" entered the field with many machines better adapted to fighting than those of the other Powers, and the tests quoted above are proof that the British authorities had, in one detail at any rate, a clearer conception of the coming aerial war. Duels in the air occurred immediately after the outbreak of war. In a later chapter this development will be examined.
As if in anticipation of the great ordeal that was so soon to come the Army manoeuvres of 1914 of all the Powers brought together unprecedented numbers of aircraft on a war footing.
A test of the organization of the German Flying Corps was made in May. Three aeroplanes were ordered to be sent to Doeberitz from each of the centres at Cologne, Posen, Konigsberg, Halberstadt, Metz, Strasburg, Darmstadt, and Graudenz, each about 300 miles distant. With the exception of the three from Darmstadt, which were stopped by a storm, all the machines reached their destination in good order.
In France squadron flights were at all times in|progress.
In England a concentration of aeroplanes wasfmade on Salisbury Plain. Five squadrons, each of twelve machines, were assembled, with transport. Three of the squadrons had their complete road transport, namely, thirty-eight vehicles each. There were other but incomplete units, and altogether about seventy aeroplanes and two hundred motor vehicles were assembled. The exercises included speed tests, reconnoitring for named objects, climbing tests, wireless, photographing, and night-flying.